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2003

·3010G-OO I
English 301 OG-001
Literary Masterworks

Fall 2003

Dana Ringuette
Office: CH 3341 (581-2428)
E-mail: dringuette@eiu.edu
Office hours:
T& TH 1 :00-2:00 pm and by appointment

Required Texts:
o Homer, Odyssey (trans. Lombardo)
o Sophocles, Oedipus the King
o Shakespeare, Hamlet
o Voltaire, Candide

o Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk
o Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain
o Murdoch, Under the Net
o Borges, Ficciones

This course focuses on great works of western literature---"literary masterworks."
Besides having the opportunity to read, study, and discuss some tremendous literature,
mostly prose fiction, we'll also give some thought to why these works have been read and
re-read for so long and why they are respected by, and so influential for, other writers and
readers. Still, just because a work is famous and has been read for a long time doesn't
define exactly what a "masterwork" is, so we'll give this some attention. In your reading
and writing for the course, you'll be able, I hope, to deepen your appreciation of what it
means to read, how your own values are drawn into and explored in the process, and why
literature is such a worthy subject.

course Requirements:
1. Seven one-page, typed, single-spaced "Response" papers focusing on your reading.
In each Response you will write about, explore, what you see as key in a particular
work-or part of a work-under discussion. Your purpose here is not to try to write
a full-fledged critical paper, but to draw out one or two specific ideas found in the
work that particularly interest you, and then to reflect on the importance of these
ideas. Due dates are listed on the Schedule of Meetings. More on format and
medium later.
2. Two brief essays (5-6 pages each).
3. A collaborative research and interpretive project and presentation, focusing on
selected fictions in Borges's Ficciones.
4. Midterm and final exams.
5. Sustained, engaged participation throughout the semester. This means more than
simply being here: you must have the reading finished on time, tum in assignments
on time, and contribute thoughtfully and often to class discussion.
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Grades and Evaluation:
1. The following percentages make up the total of the final grade: Responses
papers=l5%; Essay 1=15%, Essay 2=20% (or 35% total); Collaborative
project=20%; Midterm exam=l5%; Final exam=I5%;
2. You are expected to complete all, not just part, of the semester's study and
work. All the required work is due on the day assigned. Unexcused late work
is not accepted.
3. I don't keep attendance, but I can tell you that you put your academic
performance and your final grade in jeopardy if attendance is a problem.

Information:
•

If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,
then 1) contact the Coordinator of the Office ofDisability Services (581-6583) as
soon as possible, and 2) please inform me as soon as possible.

•

This course is a writing-intensive course, and that means that you may choose to
submit one of the essays as part of your electronic writing portfolio. I suggest that
you begin by visiting the Electronic Writing Portfolio web site at
www.eiu.edu/-assess.

•

Here's the English Department's statement on plagiarism:
o Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-"The appropriation or
imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author and
representation of them as one's original work"-has the right and
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up
to and including immediate assignment of a grade of F for the assigned
essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the
Judicial Affairs Office.
The point: don't do it.

•

Essay evaluation is based on the "Guidelines for Evaluating Writing Assignments in
EIU' s English Department."

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
(all changes will be announced in class)
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WEEK 1

WEEK

8-26: Introduction to the class
8-28: Homer, Odyssey, Books 1-4

9-9: Odyssey, Books 13-24
9-11: Odyssey, Books 13-24

WEEK 2

WEEK4

9-2: Odyssey, Books 5-12
9-4: Odyssey, Books 5-12;
Response # 1 due

9-16: Sophocles, Oedipus the King;
Response #2 due
9-18: Sophocles, Oedipus the King
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WEEK 11
WEEK5
9-23: Sophocles, Oedipus the King
9-25: continued discussion of the
Odyssey and Oedipus

11-4: Momaday, The Way to Rainy
Mountain
11-6: Momaday, The Way to Rainy
Mountain; Response #6 due

WEEK6

WEEK 12

9-30: Shakespeare, Hamlet;
Response #3 due
10-2: Shakespeare, Hamlet

11-11: Murdoch, Under the Net
11-13: Murdoch, Under the Net

WEEK 13
WEEK7
10-7: Shakespeare, Hamlet
10-9: Voltaire, Candide; Response #4
due

WEEKS
10-14: Voltaire, Candide; Essay #1 due
10-16: midterm

11-18: Murdoch, Under the Net;
Response #7 due
11-20: Murdoch, Under the Net
THANKSGIVING BREAK
: : 11-24 THROUGH 11-28 : :

WEEK 14

10-21: Du Bois, The Souls ofBlack Folk
10-23: Du Bois, The Souls ofBlack Folk

12-2: Borges, Ficciones; Collaborative
project and presentations
12-4: Borges, Ficciones; Collaborative
project and presentations; Essay #2 due

WEEK 10

WEEK 15

10-28: Du Bois, The Souls of Black
Folk; Response #5 due
10-30: Momaday, The Way to Rainy
Mountain

12-9: Borges, Ficciones; Collaborative
project and presentations
12-11: Borges, Ficciones; Collaborative
project and presentations; review

WEEK9

FINAL EXAM:

MONDAY, 12-15,
2:45-4:45 PM

